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• Editor of the Students United Reporting 
Network
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TELL US THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IN THE CHAT

ABOUT YOU!

• What state you are from 

• What year in school you are (9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, etc.) 

• What publications you work for (yearbook, newspaper, broadcast, literary magazine, 
etc.)



PART I

WHAT EMPLOYERS 
ARE LOOKING FOR



HARD SKILLS

VS

SOFT SKILLS
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ALSO KNOWN AS “POWER SKILLS”

WHAT ARE SOFT SKILLS?

• Developed long-term 

• Not necessary taught in a classroom 

• Could be considered “personality traits” 

• Can be applied to many (or most) professions and jobs



• Creative thinking 

• Conflict resolution 

• Teamwork 

• Adaptability 

• Time management 

• Communication Skills
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EXAMPLES OF 
SOFT SKILLS



GOOD NEWS: 
JOURNALISTS 

HAVE 
POWER 
SKILLS



WE LIVE IN A CHANGING WORLD

THE 2020 LESSON





IT’S NOT JUST ABOUT WHERE YOU GO. 
IT’S ABOUT WHAT YOU DO ONCE YOU GET THERE.

A CHANGING TIME



PART II

HOW TO BE MARKETABLE 
FOR INTERNSHIPS



GET INVOLVED IN EVERYTHING YOU ARE 
INTERESTED IN

THE EASIEST STEP



BREADTH AND DEPTH



STUDENT MEDIA

BUT ALSO…

GO BEYOND
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ITEMS TO HAVE IN ORDER TO GET AN INTERNSHIP

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• Well-designed resume 

• Cover letter 

• Clips (also referred to as work samples)



BRAND



• Powerful colors that fit your “mood”  

• Fluidity 

• Easy to recognize  

• Screams “you”
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WHAT MAKES A GOOD 
BRAND?
COLORS, ELEMENTS, SIZING, FONTS.



GRAPHIK FONT 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMONPQRSTUVWXYZ 
1234567890!@#$%^&*()-



THE PERSONAL BRAND
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USABLE FOR RESUMES, BUSINESS CARD DEVELOPMENT, AND COVER LETTERS

GOOD DESIGN APPLICATIONS

• Adobe InDesign 

• Canva (free and easy to use!) 

• Affinity Publisher 

• Desygner



David Wolfe BenderDavid Wolfe Bender
14026 Nina Drive, Carmel, Indiana 46074-1110
Email: davidwolfebender@gmail.com • Phone: 980.253.0480 • Twitter: @dbenderpt • Instagram: @dbenderpt

Dear sir or madam, 

:KHQ�,�ƓUVW�VWHSSHG�LQWR�WKH�:)<,�1HZV�UDGLR�VWDWLRQ�LQ�,QGLDQDSROLV��,�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�QHUYRXV��,�ZDV�WHUULƓHG��+HUH�
,�ZDV��D���WK�JUDGH�VWXGHQW��DERXW�WR�HQWHU�DQ�LQWHUQVKLS�SURJUDP�GHVLJQHG�IRU�FROOHJH�VWXGHQWV��2QO\�PDNLQJ�PDWWHUV�
ZRUVH��,�ZDV�VXUURXQGHG�LQ�WKH�QHZVURRP�E\�WKH�VDPH�SURIHVVLRQDO�MRXUQDOLVWV�,�KHDU�RQ�WKH�UDGLR�HYHU\�PRUQLQJ��

7KDW�QHUYRXV�IHHOLQJ�SHUVLVWHG�IRU�D�IHZ�ZHHNV��$W�WKH�WLPH��,�KDG�OLWWOH�MRXUQDOLVP�H[SHULHQFH��8S�XQWLO�WKDW�SRLQW��,�QHYHU�
HYHQ�UHDOO\�FROG�FDOOHG�D�SXEOLF�UHODWLRQV�RIƓFHU��,�ZRUNHG�TXLFNO\�DQG�DGDSWHG�WR�ZKDW�WKH�MRE�HQWDLOHG��DQG�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�
WKDW�VXPPHU��,�NQHZ�MRXUQDOLVP�ZDV�WKH�FDUHHU�,�ZDQWHG�WR�SXUVXH��

,�DP�DSSO\LQJ�IRU�D�SRVLWLRQ�ZLWK�7H[DV�7ULEXQHōV�'�&��EXUHDX�EHFDXVH�,�DP�SDVVLRQDWH�DERXW�WKH�7ULEXQHōV�SRVLWLRQ�WR�
EULQJ�D�7H[DQ�DQJOH�RQ�LPSRUWDQW�DQG�GHFLVLYH�QDWLRQDO�LVVXHV��,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�,�DP�VXLWHG�WR�KHOS�EULQJ�WKDW�XQLTXH�
SHUVSHFWLYH�WR�UHDGHUV�DFURVV�WKH�/RQH�6WDU�6WDWH��7H[DV�LV�D�UDSLGO\�FKDQJLQJ�VWDWH��GHPRJUDSKLFDOO\�DQG�SROLWLFDOO\��:KDW�
ZDV�RQFH�FRQVLGHUHG�D�VROLG�UHG�VWDWH�LV�QRZ�SXUSOH��&RQVLGHULQJ�WKH�HFRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�GLYLGHV�LQ�WKH�VWDWH��VWURQJ�
UHSRUWLQJ�LV�QRZ�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�WKDQ�HYHU�LQ�7H[DV��

+DYLQJ�EHHQ�UDLVHG�LQ�WKH�'09�UHJLRQ��,�TXLFNO\�GHYHORSHG�D�SDVVLRQ�IRU�SROLWLFV��,�EHOLHYH�P\�LQIDWXDWLRQ�ZLWK�SROLWLFV�
DQG�P\�NQRZOHGJH�LQ�JRYHUQPHQW�FDQ�EULQJ�D�ORW�RI�YDOXH�WR�WKH�7H[DV�7ULEXQH��,Q�EHWZHHQ�P\�ZRUN�DQG�FODVVHV��,�VSHQG�
P\�WLPH�UHDGLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�GD\ōV�SROLWLFDO�VWRULHV��,Q�WKH�PRUQLQJV��,�UHDG�WKURXJK�SURPLQHQW�GDLO\�QHZVOHWWHUV��VXFK�DV�
32/,7,&2ōV�3OD\ERRN��7KH�EHVW�UHSRUWHUV�DUH�WKH�EHVW�LQIRUPHG��

7KHUH�LV�RQH�XQLTXH�HOHPHQW�RI�OLYLQJ�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ�'�&���LWōV�WKH�RQO\�SODFH�LQ�$PHULFD�ZKHUH�\RXU�QDWLRQDO�QHZV�DQG�
\RXU�ORFDO�QHZV�DUH�RQH�LQ�WKH�VDPH��:KHQ�,�OLYHG�WKHUH��,�ZDV�RQO\�DQ�DXGLHQFH�PHPEHU�LQ�WKDW�QHZV�F\FOH��EXW�,�ZDQW�
QRWKLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�WR�UHWXUQ��WKLV�WLPH�WR�EH�DQ�DFWLYHO\�HQJDJHG�UHSRUWHU��

,�KDYH�DWWDFKHG�P\�UHVXPH�DQG�WUDQVFULSW�WR�P\�DSSOLFDWLRQ��,�ZHOFRPH�\RX�WR�YLVLW�P\�ZHEVLWH�DW�GDYLGZROIHEHQGHU�FRP�
WR�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�PH��7KHUH�DUH�DOVR�ZRUN�VDPSOHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�P\�VLWH��,I�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�TXHVWLRQV�RU�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�
P\�DSSOLFDWLRQ��SOHDVH�GR�QRW�KHVLWDWH�WR�FRQWDFW�PH��0\�FRQWDFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKLV�SDJH��

6LQFHUHO\��

David Wolfe Bender







WEBSITES
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BASICS FOR WEBSITES

WHAT IT SHOULD HAVE

• Home Page 

• Blog Page 

• Resume Page 

• Work Samples/Clips Page
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VARYING FREE AND PAID OPTIONS

GOOD WEBSITE BUILDERS

• Wix 

• Weebly 

• Strikingly 

• Webnode 

• Wordpress



PART III

HOW TO FIND INTERNSHIPS 
IN HIGH SCHOOL







YOU HAVE TO BE THE APPLICATION



SOME PERSON WHO KNOWS WHAT THEY’RE TALKING ABOUT

“IT’S NOT ABOUT WHAT 
YOU KNOW; IT’S ABOUT 
WHO YOU KNOW.”







JOURNALIST TALKS



LEVERAGE YOUR TEACHERS



EMAIL JOURNALISTS AND EDITORS!
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PLACES TO LOOK

A FEW ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS

• Target non-profits 

• Potentially look at high school sports reporting (especially if you are a photographer!) 

• If you can’t find a true reporting “internship,” try and job shadow somebody



PART IV

HOW TO GET INTERNSHIPS 
IN HIGH SCHOOL
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WHAT TO ASK

INFORMATIONAL INTERVIEWS

• Research. Research. Research some more. 

• Ask if there are ways for high schoolers to get involved 

• Ask about their work! Journalists love to talk. 

• (Did we mention you should research?)



SHOW HOW YOU CAN BRING THEM 
VALUE.



PRESENT A GENUINE INTEREST IN 
THEIR REPORTING.
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WHAT TO ASK

THINGS TO BE AWARE OF

• Don’t expect to get paid (yet) 

• These internships can help you for college! Start thinking about your essays early. 

• Target your internships for the summer prior to your 12th grade year (it’s the most 
important summer in upper school)



PART V

CONCLUSION
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For more information, go to 
davidwolfebender.com/nspa2020.  

Our contact information will be available 
on that page for additional questions.  

These slides will be publicly available. We 
just ask that you use keep our names on 
the material. 

@dbenderpt

@vickywolfe

http://davidwolfebender.com/nspa2020


THANK YOU!


